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The  Division  of  Capital  Planning  and  Operations  has  several  projects  underway  at 
the  Massachusetts  State  House.  We  have  developed  State  of  the  State  House  to  keep  you 
informed  about  those  projects  during  their  construction. 


THE  DOME 

Work  will  get  underway  this  month  to  gild  the  dome  atop  the  Bulfinch  Building. 
The  contractor  will  also  gild  the  cupola  roof  and  the  historic  pine  cone. 

Scaffolding  will  be  erected  this  month  and  it  will  remain  in  place  for  the  duration 
of  the  project  The  gilding  and  restoration  of  the  cupola  are  to  be  completed  in 
December.  M.L.  McDonald  Company,  Inc.  is  the  general  contractor  responsible  for  the 
project. 


STAINED  GLASS  RESTORATION 
Hall  of  Flags 

Restoration  is  underway  of  the  large,  circular  stained  glass  ceiling  in  the  Hall  of 
Flags  depicting  seals  of  the  13  original  colonies  with  the  seal  of  Massachusetts  at  its 
center.  The  stained  glass  artisans  at  Serpentino  Stained  and  Leaded  Glass,  Inc.  are 
working  now  in  their  studio  in  Needham  restoring  the  12  smaller  seals  and  they  will 
restore  the  seal  of  Massachusetts  after  scaffolding  has  been  erected  in  the  Hall  of  Flags 
which  is  planned  for  the  week  of  July  7th. 
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Scaffolding  will  be  erected  in  the  Hall  of  Flags  the  week  of  July  7*  to  enable  the 
artisan  to  remove  the  large  central  Massachusetts  seal.  The  scaffolding  will  remain  in 
place  until  the  end  of  October  when  the  stained  glass  ceiling  will  be  reinstalled. 

State  House  Library 

Serpentino  Stained  and  Leaded  Glass  is  also  restoring  the  stained  glass  panels 
which  were  in  the  State  House  Library  ceiling. 

Scaffolding  will  be  erected  in  the  library  at  the  end  of  October  to  enable  the 
artisans  to  repair  the  window  frames  before  the  restored  windows  are  installed.  The 
restored  ceiling  panels  are  scheduled  to  be  reinstalled  at  the  end  of  December. 


ACCESSIBILITY  IMPROVEMENTS 

A  project  is  underway  to  make  the  interior  public  spaces  of  the  State  House 
accessible  to  the  physically  disabled  so  the  State  House  will  comply  with  the  American 
Disabilities  Act.  The  improvements  are  scheduled  to  be  completed  in  July,  1998.  The 
general  contractor  for  the  project  is  Boston  Building  &  Bridge  Corporation  and  they  have 
a  construction  office  in  the  State  House  in  the  sub  basement. 

The  ADA  project  includes  the  following: 

•  Ramps  -  New  ramps  will  be  installed  on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  West  Wing  and 
on  the  2nd,  3d  and  4th  floors  of  the  East  Wing.  Existing  plywood  ramps  on  the 
second  and  third  floors  of  the  West  Wing  will  be  replaced  with  permanent 
ramps.  Ramps  will  be  constructed  out  of  concrete  with  granite  and  marble 
finishes  consistent  with  the  existing  finishes  in  the  State  House. 

•  Wheelchair  areas  will  be  constructed  in  the  visitor  galleries  in  the  House  and 
Senate. 

•  Wheelchair  lifts  will  be  installed  to  provide  wheel  chair  access  to  those 
locations  where  ramp  construction  is  not  possible;  Doric  Hall,  the  Chief 
Secretary's  Office  (Room  259),  some  4th  floor  offices  and  the  State  House 
Bookstore. 

•  Existing  rest  rooms  in  the  East  and  West  wings  are  being  demolished  and 
new,  fully  accessible  rest  rooms  are  being  constructed. 

(more) 
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Automatic  door  operators  will  be  installed  in  14  locations  throughout  the  State 
House 

Permanent  infrared  assistive  listening  systems  for  the  hearing  impaired  are 
being  installed  in  Gardner  Auditorium,  the  House  and  Senate  Chambers  and 
Galleries,  Room  157,  and  the  six  Hearing  Rooms.  Portable  FM  assistive 
listening  systems,  either  with  a  base  station  or  with  a  personal-sized 
transmitter,  will  be  installed  for  the  Great  Hall,  Nurses  Hall,  Room  222  and 
Doric  Hall  for  use  of  the  Doric  Dames  in  conducting  State  House  tours. 

New  signs  with  enlarged  lettering  and  braille  will  be  installed  at  main  entry 
points  and  at  the  elevator  lobbies  throughout  the  State  House, 


If  you  have  questions  or  concerns  about  any  of  these  projects,  please  direct 
them  to  the  appropriate  State  House  Liaison.  (See  attached  list) 
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The  Division  of  Capital  Planning  and  Operations  has  several  projects  underway 
at  the  Massachusetts  State  House.  We  have  developed  State  of  the  State  House  to  keep 
you  informed  about  those  projects  during  their  construction. 


THE  DOME 

A  protective  white  mesh  covering  called  "scrim"  now  surrounds  the  Golden 
Dome  of  the  State  House.  Workers  under  this  protective  cover  will  strip  the  dome  of 
gold  leaf  to  its  copper  surface.  The  copper  covering  will  be  repaired  and  then  workers 
will  begin  applying  new,  23  carat  gold  leaf,  which  is  being  shipped  in  rolls  from  Italy. 
The  re-gilding  of  the  Dome  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  October.  The  entire  project, 
including  work  to  restore  and  paint  the  historic  woodwork  surrounding  the  Dome  is 
scheduled  to  be  completed  in  December.  A  representative  of  the  Society  for  the 
Preservation  of  New  England  Antiquities  was  on  site  on  July  25th  to  examine  the 
condition  of  the  gilded  copper  pine  cone  atop  the  cupola.  A  condition  report  will  be 
prepared  by  SPNEA  to  detail  the  work  on  the  pine  cone.  M.L.  McDonald  Company,  Inc. 
is  the  general  contractor  on  the  Dome  project. 


ACCESSIBILITY  IMPROVEMENTS 

•     Beginning  the  week  of  July  28th  and  continuing  through  early  September,  work  on  the 
2nd,  3rd  and  4th  floors  in  the  West  Wing  to  construct  new,  improved  ramps  for 
wheelchair  access  will  be  ongoing.  A  section  of  the  West  Wing  corridor  on  these 
three  floors  will  be  blocked  during  the  construction  period.  You  will  need  to  take 
elevators  9  and  10  from  the  Is'  or  5Ih  floors  or  the  West  Wing  stairwell  in  order  to 
reach  the  following  offices: 

263,264,  266,  271,  274,  275,  276,  277,  278,  280 

362,  363,  365,  366,  367,  373,  374,  378,  379,  389,  381 

464,  465,  467,  469,  472,  473,  476,  478,  480,  481 
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Signs  are  posted  on  the  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  floors  and  at  elevator  lobby  1 1  and  12  on 
the  1st  floor  directing  visitors  around  the  construction  areas. 

•  Demolition  of  the  restrooms  in  the  East  Wing  and  construction  of  new,  fully 
accessible  rest  rooms  is  continuing.  The  work  is  scheduled  for  completion  in 
September. 

•  Work  began  July  24th  to  construct  a  wheelchair  accessible  area  on  the  south  side  of 
the  House  Visitors  Gallery. 


• 


Water  fountains  are  being  removed  throughout  corridors  in  the  State  House.  Marble 
and  plaster  repairs  will  follow. 

•     Work  to  get  underway  in  August  includes  installation  of  wheelchair  lifts  at  those 
locations  where  ramp  construction  is  not  possible;  Doric  Hall,  room  259,  the  State 
House  bookstore  and  some  4th  floor  offices.  Installation  of  permanent  infrared 
assistive  listening  systems  for  the  hearing  impaired  in  the  Governor's  Press  Room 
(Room  157)  and  in  the  House  Chamber  is  also  scheduled  to  begin  in  August. 

The  project's  goal  is  to  make  the  interior  public  spaces  of  the  State  House 
accessible  to  the  physically  disabled  to  comply  with  the  mandate  of  the  American 
Disabilities  Act.  Boston  Building  &  Bridge  Corporation  is  the  general  contractor. 


STAINED  GLASS  RESTORATION 
Hall  of  Flags 

Scaffolding  will  remain  in  place  until  late  October  when  the  project  to  restore 
the  large,  circular  stained  glass  ceiling  in  the  Hall  of  Flags  is  scheduled  for  completion. 

Artisans  from  Serpentino  Stained  and  Leaded  Glass,  Inc.  have  finished  removing 
the  existing  stained  glass  ceiling  panel  which  contained  seals  of  the  13  original  colonies 
with  a  large  seal  of  Massachusetts  at  its  apex.  The  work  to  restore  the  seals  is  being  done 
off  site  at  the  Serpentino  studio  in  Needham.  Detailed,  historic  plaster  molding  on  the 
frame  of  the  stained  glass  ceiling  has  been  removed  for  restoration. 

The  week  of  July  28th,  artwork  integral  with  the  stained  glass  ceiling  will  be 
cleaned.  In  August,  restored  plaster  elements  will  be  installed  and  toned. 


If  you  have  questions  or  concerns  about  any  of  these  projects,  please  direct 
them  to  the  appropriate  State  House  Liaison.  (See  attached  list) 

STATE  HOUSE  LIAISONS 


Clifford,  Jack 
722-2500 


Office  of  the  Sargeant  at  Arms  -  Rm.  46 


Dolan,  Theresa 
727-5415 


Office  of  the  Governor  -Room  360 


Foley,  Patricia 
727-2500 


Office  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  -Rm.  8 


Fulchino,  Steve 
727-2592,  x250 


State  Library  Director  -  Room  341 


O'Brien,  John 
727-9180 


Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth 


Reed,  Patrick 
727-  1100 


Bureau  of  State  Office  Buildings  -  Rm.  72 


Ryan,  Jody 
727-2040 


Executive  Office  for  Administration  and 
Finance 


Sewell,  Rick 
727-2075 


Office  of  the  State  Auditor  -Rm.  230 


Simmons,  John 
722-1511 


Office  of  the  Senate  President  -  Rm.  70 


Vertullo,  Patricia 
367-6900 


Office  of  the  Treasurer  and  Receiver 
General,  Rm.  227 


DCPO  Representatives 
Pawelec,  Roseanne 
727-4050,ext.  309 
Norton,  Ronald 
727-4030,  ext.  206 
Lento,  Bob 
727-4030,  ext.556 
Rumpf,  Tony 
727-6754 


Special  Assistant  to  the  Commissioner 
Project  Manager 


Construction  Coordinator 


Resident  Engineer 


> 
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